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�����	������ TVE presents the Barcelona 2010 production plan at World 
Broadcaster Meeting 

 

 

 

The presentation of the European Athletics Championships Barcelona 2010 television coverage by 
host broadcaster Televisión Española (TVE) was the main subject during the World Broadcaster 
Meeting, the congress of European television and radio broadcasters with the right to broadcast the 
Championships, which took place in Barcelona on 21 and 22 October.  

TVE presented a spectacular production plan which will ensure the best possible coverage for 
Barcelona 2010. TVE Catalunya Director Montse Abbad, who was representing TVE, recalled the 
1992 experience during the Olympic Games and said: “Barcelona lives sports with passion, which will 
be confirmed next year”.  

Both Abbad and Nacho Gómez-Acebo, TVE Sports Director, guaranteed the best possible coverage. 
The production will be filmed in High Definition (HD), which will be the first time that TVE will produce 
a sport event entirely in HD. TVE counts on the support of TV3, which will produce some of the 
Championships events, most importantly the Opening Ceremony.  

Delegates from all over Europe during the World Broadcaster Site Visit & Meeting held in Barcelona 



Newsletter B10/ n.19 

        1 November 2009  

�

Buy your event pass now! e-mail to : tickets@bcn2010.org  
For more information consult our website: www.bcn20 10.org 

�

� �����������	�
����
�

�����	������ According to the production plan designed by Jaime Garrido, who was the main producer of the World 
Athletics Championships covered by TVE in Sevilla in 1999, there will be 107 camera positions in the 
Stadium, indicating the importance that TVE places on the Championships. 

The production is divided into seven different signals, which do not include the Opening Ceremony: 
integrated (15 cameras), track (23 cameras, including the cameras that will cover the Medal Award 
Ceremonies near the Marathon Gate), throws (10), horizontal jumps (10), vertical jumps (10), Shot 
Put (10), and road events (two mobile units with cameras in a helicopter, three motorcycles and one 
vehicle). 

All these kinds of cameras will turn this event into a show. The most important novelty is perhaps the 
3D camera, which will be suspended on a cable network located above the synthetic track, recording 
all of the athletes movements. 

Christian Milz, European Athletics Director General, and José María 
Odriozola, President of the Barcelona 2010 Organising Committee and 
of the Royal Spanish Athletics Federation, attended the meeting 
session of the World Broadcaster Meeting and both agreed that the 
host broadcaster’s technological innovation and its technical 
deployment will help support the Championships’ success.  

 

Barcelona 2010 and Marta Dominguez star at the Euro pean 
Athletics Convention in Budapest 

The presentation held by Monica Barra, Barcelona 2010 General Coordinator, and Luis Saladie, 
Competition Area Director, and the award given to the European Athlete of the Year 2009, Marta 
Domínguez, were the most important events for the Spanish delegation at the European Athletics 
Convention which took place in Budapest. More than 400 delegates from different European countries 
debated for three days the direction that this sport is taking and the challenges it faces in the short 
and mid-term.  

During one hour, Barcelona 2010 directors 
presented the project in detail at the Kempinski 
Hotel Corvinus in the Hungarian capital. They 
were grateful for the help they received from some 
of the European Member Federations who will 
promote the European Championships on their 
websites.  

 Marta Dominguez with other winners of European 
Athlete of the Year and Rising Star awards. 
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�����	������ The 3000m steeplechase World Champion, Marta Domínguez, also mentioned Barcelona 2010 
during the press conference that took place before the award ceremony for best athletes. The athlete 
from Palencia admitted that her main objective in 2010 will be winning� at the European Athletics 
Championships Barcelona 2010, and that she will end her career three years from now after the 
Olympic Games in London. 

 

FC Barcelona President Laporta and Panayotou exchan ge T-shirts  

Joan Laporta, FC Barcelona President, and Alexandra Panayotou, the ultra marathon runner who ran 
2010km last summer to promote the European Athletics Championships Barcelona 2010, met in 
October and exchanged customised T-shirts. They both wish Barcelona 2010 to become a complete 
success. 

The meeting, organised by Barcelona 2010, took place when Barça played against Rubin Kazan at a 
Champions League match. Laporta reminded the Greek runner, who currently lives in Barcelona, of 
something she once said that had a profound effect on him, and Panayotou was delighted to watch an 
FC Barcelona match, the first one she had ever seen. 

Panayotou visited the Camp Nou stadium with her partner and coach Frank Jensen, Barcelona 2010 
Executive Committee President, Pere Alcober, and the Barcelona 2010 General Coordinator, Monica 
Barra. Manel Estiarte, FC Barcelona External Relations Director, also joined the group. The 
unforgettable Olympic and World Champion at water polo was interested to hear news about 
Barcelona 2010, as was President Laporta, who hopes that Spanish athletes will be amongst the best 
of European Athletics during the Championships���

 

 

From left to right: 
Manel Estiarte, 
Monica Barra, Joan 
Laporta, Alexandra 
Panayotou and Pere 
Alcober 
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·  2:05.30� is the average of 

the 10 best men’s results 
at the Berlin Marathon, 
the fastest in the world. 
London with an average 
of 2:19.47, is the fastest in 
the women’s category  

·  30  the number of World 
records that the Ethiopian 
Haile Gebreselassie says 
he will beat before he 
retires. He is 27 

·  712  steps had to be 
climbed by the vertical 
race participants which 
took place in the 
Calatrava Tower in 
Barcelona. Barni was 
waiting for all of them at 
the top of the tower 

·  42��events will be 
included in the European 
Athletics Championships 
in 2012. As it will be held 
in the same year as the 
Olympic Games in 
London, the Marathon 
and Walking events will 
not be a part of the 
Championships 

·  4  laps around a 10km 
circuit will form the 
Barcelona 2010 Marathon 
circuit, covering some of 
the city’s most famous 
landmarks 

·  8 �times was the award 
“Príncipe de Asturias a los 
Deportes” given to an 
athlete. Apart from Yelena 
Isinbayeva in 2009, Coe, 
Bubka, Sotomayor, 
Boulmerka, Lewis, El 
Guerrouj and the Spanish 
national Marathon team 
were awarded with the 
prize�

Barni meets FC Barcelona superstars �

Lionel Messi, who will soon officially become the world’s best football 
player thanks to his numerous successes with FC Barcelona, also 
had his photograph taken with Barni, the Barcelona 2010 mascot. 
The soon-to-be Golden Ball winner wanted to give his support to next 
year’s European Athletics Championships by meeting Barni last 
month in the club’s sports facilities. 

Other famous footballers, such as Xavi and Puyol, accompanied 
Messi. Barni also said hello to Pep Guardiola, the man who made all 
the team’s successes possible, and Manel Estriarte, the club’s 
External Relations Director.  

After almost one-and-a-half years since its creation, Barni has 
already had photos taken with many top Spanish sportsmen and 
women. In the photo album there are pictures of Navarro, Rubio, 
Nadal, Coma, Lorenzo, Roma, Barrufet, Samaranch and of course all 
important athletes and Barcelona 2010 ambassadors.  

 

 Lionel Messi with Barni  
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�����	������ Only three contenders to the triple crown in Barcel ona 2010 

In October we heard that, unfortunately, the best hammer thrower in the world at this moment, the 
Slovenian Primoz Kozmus, will retire. Besides this shock announcement, this news means that there 
are now only three athletes, Olga Kaniskina, Andreas Thorkildsen, and Valeriy Borchin, who can 
obtain the athletics ‘triple crown’, which requires consecutive wins at the Olympic Games, the World 
Championships and the European Championships. 

After the World Athletics Championships 2009, which took place in Berlin, four athletes had the 
opportunity to win this incredibly difficult symbolic prize, one of the hardest awards to win in 
contemporary athletics. Without Kozmus, the first Slovenian to win an Olympic medal for his country, 
only three other athletes can reach absolute glory: two 
Russians and a Norwegian. 

Only the athletes themselves know how difficult it is to 
win three years in succession. It is not only about 
winning in any competition, but to get there in the best 
possible form, cope with the pressure, compete at the 
best level, and be the most skilled athlete if things go 
wrong. And that does not only include one year, but the 
following one, and the one after that. And they have to 
win the most important events, beginning with the 
Olympic Games. 

Barcelona 2010 will end the cycle that started in Beijing more than one year ago. After the Berlin 2009 
Championships, only three European athletes can dream of reaching the ‘triple crown’, which 
highlights the difficulty of such a feat. Two Russians will try their luck in Race Walking, as well as a 
Norwegian, who is currently one of the biggest stars in men’s athletics.  

Olga Kaniskina is probably the athlete with the best chance of winning the ‘triple crown’ in Barcelona. 
Nowadays she is far superior to her rivals, who are not able to get close to her. Perhaps her 
challenges will come more from her country, Russia, the birthplace of Race Walking. From Osaka, 
one year before the Olympic Games in 2008, until Berlin 2009, she has won the year’s most important 
event each year, and by a tremendous margin of victory (33 seconds in Osaka, 49 seconds in Beijing, 
36 seconds in Berlin), making her almost invincible.  

The Russian walker Valeriy Borchin, heir to the Ecuadorian Jefferson Pérez’s throne, and Paquillo 
Fernandez’s top rival, will also have his big chance in Montjuïc. Fernández, the athlete from Granada, 
has chosen the 50km Race Walking event, giving up his rivalry with the Russian, and in Europe there 
are few walkers capable of walking under 1:18.00, except in Russia! 

Andreas Thorkildsen 



Newsletter B10/ n.19 

        1 November 2009  

�

Buy your event pass now! e-mail to : tickets@bcn2010.org  
For more information consult our website: www.bcn20 10.org 

�

� �����������	�
����
�

�����	������ The biggest star of all four is the Javelin Olympic Champion, the Norwegian Andreas Thorkildsen, the 
only active athlete who has the three titles, as he already won in the European Athletics 
Championships in Göteborg. This year he has been the top thrower with 91.28m and has won in 
Berlin with over three metres more than the second best thrower, who was not the Finnish thrower 
Pitkämäki, but the Cuban Guillermo Martínez. In 2008, he won the gold medal in Beijing, 3.93m 
ahead of the second place. In Barcelona he awaits the success that will turn him into the best thrower. 
Not even the legendary Jan Zelezny has managed to win the three big titles consecutively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mundo Deportivo joins Barcelona 2010 as media partn er �

The newspaper Mundo Deportivo and the European Athletics 
Championships Barcelona 2010 have reached a collaboration agreement 
whereby the popular sports newspaper from Barcelona will become the 
event’s media partner. Mundo Deportivo belongs to the Grupo Godó, the 
first communications holding in Catalunya and one of the most important 
ones in Spain. 

Grupo Godó’s influence and prestige are recognised in the sector. Apart from Mundo Deportivo, the 
company owns another three general newspapers. From the headquarters in the building located in 
Av. Diagonal 477, it publishes four magazines and manages several radio stations and television 
chains.  

The newspaper Mundo Deportivo, created in 1906, is one of the country’s oldest journals and the 
oldest sports newspaper in Europe. From its beginnings, its goals have been to inform about all sport 
events in the country without exception. In this sense, it is worth mentioning that it is the organiser of 
one of the classical route events in Spain, the Jean Bouin, which this year will take place on 29 
November. 

Olga Kaniskina and Valeriy Borchin  
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�����	������ Nataliya Dobrynska dreams about Barcelona  

Olympic Heptathlon Champion Nataliya 
Dobrynska is very excited about the idea of 
visiting Barcelona next summer, and not just 
because of the prospect of adding to her gold 
medal collection at the European Athletics 
Championships.  

“I've never been to Barcelona before but I've 
heard a lot about the city and I have been 
dreaming about visiting it for a long time. I've 
seen a lot of pictures and TV programmes about 
the city and I like the look of its architecture and 
all of its historical places.  

“Of course, I also remember that the Olympic Games were in Barcelona, when they happened in 
1992. I was only 10 year old but they made a big impression on anyone who was interested in sport. 
“It will be marvellous to compete on the same track where there were so many outstanding results,” 
reflected the 27-year-old Ukrainian who now lives in Brovary, which is just 15km away from the 
country's capital Kiev. 

Dobrynska is also focusing on Barcelona 2010 as the opportunity to regain her status as the world's 
leading women's multi-event exponent after only being able to finish fourth at this summer's World 
Championships in Berlin. 

With the top nine women at the World Championships all coming from Europe, lead by the British gold 
medallist Jessica Ennis, the event in Barcelona will not be lacking any of its principal personalities. 

“I think, I didn't do as well as I would have liked in Berlin because I put too much pressure on myself 
to repeat what I had done in Beijing. The pressure didn't come from my federation or Ukrainian public, 
who obviously were looking to me to provide another gold medal, but it only came from myself. 

 “Now, I have really big motivation for next season. I can improve on some of my performances in the 
Heptathlon disciplines,” added Dobrynska, who set personal bests in five of her seven events in 
Beijing. 

This winter, Dobrynska has embarked on a slightly unusual way of preparing for next season, by 
competing in the Ukraine's hugely popular celebrity dancing TV series, Dance For You.  

She joked that there are probably more people watching her on this programme than when she 
competed at major athletics championships.  

“I'm taking a break from athletics until December. After six years as a top class athlete, and only 
having two weeks of vacation at the end of the season, I’ve been feeling a little tired. Not physically, 
more mentally tired.  
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�����	������ “So I decided to take part in Dance For You. It’s a similar type of programme to the other well-known 
one where people from show business or sports dance in pairs with professional dancers. It’s a 
completely new experience for me, and it’s amazing!  

“It’s surprisingly hard work but it's also a big change to my usual 
trainings. I started dancing just a few days after I returned home, 
after competing in Berlin and Talence. I felt immediately that my feet 
became considerably stronger and after one-and-a-half months on 
the dance floor, I’m feeling great!” said a bubbly Dobrynska. 

“After dancing is over, I’d like to go with my husband for a small 
vacation. I have not yet decided where but Paris is a good possibility. 
I remember I once competed there and the city was so beautiful. 
Back then, I did not have enough time for sightseeing, but now I want 
to explore all over the city. Of course, a trip like that also wouldn’t be 
complete without some shopping. 

“However, I haven't forgotten about Spain. I definitely like the 
country. I would love to have an apartment in Spain close by the sea, 
maybe near Barcelona, so that I could spend some time there after 
tense athletics seasons.  

“I have actually competed in Spain twice before. In 2005, I was third at the European Athletics Indoor 
Championships in Madrid that was a very nice competition for me. Last year, I competed at the World 
Indoor Championships in Valencia. Unfortunately, things didn't go so well for me there even though I 
was actually in great shape, I only finished fourth. Nevertheless, I enjoyed both events and being in 
both cities, so I'm looking forward a lot to the European Athletics Championships.” 

Nor should Dobrynska lack support next summer. With an estimated 250,000 Ukrainians living in 
Spain, and a major chunk in the cities of Barcelona and Valencia, a big number of her compatriots are 
expected to turn up at the Lluís Companys Olympic Stadium when she take the centre stage. 

In November…  

Days 5-7: Team Leader Site Visit of Barcelona 2010 facilities by heads of participating Member 
Federations�

Day 6: �EBU Radio plenary meeting in Geneva�

Days 8-10:  �European Athletics Council in Barcelona  

 


