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Barcelona 2010, one of the main events during the M ercè festival 

BARCELONA 2010 PROMOTES NEXT YEAR’S CHAMPIONSHIPS I N 
CITY CENTRE 

Thousands of Barcelona’s locals visited the 
mini-stadium that Barcelona 2010 presented 
during the city’s “Mercè” festivities in order to 
promote next year’s European Athletics 
Championships. The Municipality of Barcelona 
decided to intensify the local promotion during 
the city’s most important holiday and there was 
no better way than bringing athletics closer to 
the people, with the help of a provisional sports 
installation that turned out to be one of the 
festival’s biggest surprises.  

Some of the greatest Spanish athletics stars accepted the invitation of Barcelona 2010 and supported 
the championships’ promotional campaign in the middle of the city centre. Two of the most popular 
female athletes at this moment, Marta Domínguez and Natalia Rodríguez, introduced athletics to 
hundreds of curious children who wanted to learn and take their first steps in athletics on Saturday. 
On Sunday morning, the race-walkers María Vasco and Jesús Ángel García Bragado continued 
giving athletics classes as well as Laia Forcadell (400m hurdles), Eloi Rovira (Shot Put) and Pere 
Joseph (Triple Jump) in the evening.  

With the help of the club Barcelona Atletisme, the organisation of Barcelona 2010 achieved the 
spectacle of many children enjoying practising some classic disciplines of athletics on the world 
famous Passeig de Gràcia. Not only did they get to know the sport, but they learned from some of the 
best Spanish athletes.  

The mayor of Barcelona, Jordi Hereu, 
visited and supported the mini-stadium 
on Sunday and admitted to be very 
excited about the promotional 
campaign and happy about the positive 
response of his citizens.   

 

 

�

Marta Domínguez giving athletics lessons  

Natalia Rodríguez teaching how to stretch 
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Barcelona 2010 also raffled tickets for next year’s European Athletics championships. The 
lucky winners, who received the prize from the famous athletes present, were Rocío Martínez 

Larrañaga, María Jesús Ureña, Antonio Cirillo 
and Santos Rodríguez. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesús Ángel García Bragado practicing race-
walking in the mini-stadium 

Activities in the B10 mini-stadium and stand 
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MERCÈ GYMKHANA VIBRATES WITH BARNI  

The Barcelona festival, known as the Mercè festival, 
included Barcelona 2010 as one of the main attractions 
this year ahead of next years’ championships Barcelona 
2010 will take place next year. The first event to 
incorporate the championships was the Mercè TMB 
Gymkhana. Nearly 900 teams of four people participated 
in the popular event this year, which had a big physical 
component.  

Barni, the championships mascot was one of the 
gymkhana’s big surprises as the organisation gave him an 

important role in one of the three control points located in Plaza Sant Jaume. Barni cheered the 
teams and performed on stage together with several pairs of dancers. He also accompanied a group 
of rugby players who performed the New Zealand haka, the Maori tribal dance that has become 
famous thanks to the All Blacks. 

 

10,000 RUNNERS IN A RECORD MERCÈ RACE  

The most popular event for participants was once again the 31st Mercè race. 10,180 runners 
participated in the popular race. The start and finish lines were near the Magical Fountain, which will 
be the stage of the Barcelona 2010 Opening Ceremony.  

Barni was also one of the main characters in the event, 
placing himself at the start line with the City Council’s 
sports delegate Pere Alcober and helping in the award 
ceremony. As with many of the festival’s events, the 
European Athletics Championships Barcelona 2010 
organised a prize draw for those who had previously 
participated in a quiz about Barcelona 2010. 

 

Barni next to the start line of La 
Cursa de la Mercè 
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NATALIA RODRÍGUEZ, 1500m BETWEEN LA PEDRERA AND SAG RADA FAMILIA  

First it was Ángel David Rodríguez and then Mercedes Chilla. They were the first faces of the 
European Athletics Championships Barcelona 2010, the first athletes to appear on advertising 
posters throughout the city. Since last month, the third face belongs to Natalia Rodríguez, particularly 
famous –but unfortunately for having been disqualified during the World Athletics Championships in 
Berlin.  

Rodriguez’s image is present in many places in Barcelona to promote Barcelona 2010. The Spanish 
champion and European indoor runner-up in 1500m is, together with Marta Domínguez, the most 
popular athlete in Spain at the moment. She is also Catalan, as she was born in Tarragona and still 

lives there. 

The third Barcelona 2010 advertising 
campaign started on 7 September and will 
continue until the end of October. As with 
previous campaigns, the runner from 
Tarragona is related to a number, in this 
case, the 1500m European record (3:52.47), 
with the aim of bring athletics closer to the 
people. 

In the poster, Rodríguez is featured running 
between two famous Barcelona landmarks, 
the Sagrada Familia and la Pedrera, two of 
the city’s buildings that millions of tourists 
visit every year and which are located 
1500m apart. The runner is featured in 100 
sign boxes, on 1,200 flags and 10 
advertising towers. The poster has also had 
wide exposure during the Mercè festival, 
with the mural near the Barcelona 2010 
stand decorated with the campaigns 
launched so far, including the one featuring 
Rodríguez. 

Rodríguez, whose season ended when she 
finished the Berlin 1500m final first before being disqualified after an unfortunate incident with Gelete 
Burka, has already started to think about the winter season. After that, her thoughts will turn to the 
European Athletics Championships Barcelona 2010, with the gold medal in Montjuïc Olympic 
Stadium being her main objective. 
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·  57 television and radio 
organisations from all 
over Europe have been 
invited to the World 
Broadcaster Meeting in 
Barcelona to be held in 
October 

·  160,000 people 
visited the Barcelona 
2010 stand in Passeig 
de Gràcia during the 
Mercè festival 

·  35 gold medals, 35 
silver medals, and 46 
bronze medals have 
been won by Poland in 
the European Athletics 
Championships. In 
Berlin, Poland was 
considered one of the 
best teams  

·  6�local sponsors 
support the European 
Athletics 
Championships 
Barcelona 2010 

·  674.6% is the 
increase of visits 
registered by the 
Barcelona 2010 
website in August this 
year compared with the 
number of visits in 
August 2008 

·  9 July is the date for 
the 16th International 
Meeting Ciutat de 
Barcelona which will be 
held in the Montjuïc  
Olympic Stadium 

BARNI, PITCHER FOR A DAY DURING THE 
BASEBALL WORLD CUP �

The Barcelona 2010 mascot pitched the first throw, and put a smile 
on the faces of all present. Barni must have brought luck to the 
Spanish team, too, as they played to a high standard against none 
other than the Cuban team and qualified as third best team to play 
the next phase in Amsterdam. After his numerous appearances 
during the Mercè festival, Barni has needed to work hard in order to 
attend all his social engagements. The most eye-catching one was 
the honorary first throw for the Puerto Rico-Cuba baseball match, 
which was organised at the request of the Baseball World Cup that 
recently took place in Barcelona. 

The match, which was held in the municipal baseball field Carlos 
Pérez Rozas, located in Montjuïc, was part of the Cross Country first 
phase matches. For the first time, Spain qualified for the second 
phase. Important national teams such as South Africa and Puerto 
Rico also participated. 

It is not the first time that Barni has met Spanish sportsmen and 
women from sports other than athletics. The tireless Barcelona 2010 
mascot continues to promote and raise awareness of the 
championships by attending popular races as well as other 
international events. 

 

 
Barni, also a great pitcher 
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THE SOCIAL PROJECT “LA CAIXA”, NEW BARCELONA 2010 S PONSOR 

The social project “la Caixa” and the European Athletics Championships Barcelona 2010 have signed 
an agreement whereby the financial institution will join the event’s sponsor group as cultural partner. 
Both institutions will promote activities related to the event and to athletics with the aim of increasing 
the promotion of Barcelona 2010. 

The social project “la Caixa” drives and develops various projects 
and activities in the social, educational, cultural and environmental 
spheres, including projects related to sports’ cultural impact on 
society and bringing sports participation closer to people. Many of the 

social project’s objectives match the Barcelona 2010 proposals. The event is one of the City Council’s 
top priorities considering the city’s international projection through sports, and will be the biggest 
sporting event to take place in Barcelona next year. 

A photography exhibition, which will take place in CaixaForum Barcelona, and a round of conferences 
named “Sports and technology, the space and time measure”, planned for CosmoCaixa Barcelona, 
are the first activities agreed by both parties with the aim of promoting Barcelona 2010. 

  

CHILDREN PLAY WITH LE GRUYÈRE 

The integration of Le Gruyère into the promotional activities of 
Barcelona 2010 is further evidence of the excellent work being 
carried out by the championships’ sponsors, and proof of what can 
be achieved with direct marketing. For the past few months, the 
famous Swiss cheese company has been present in some of the 
races and sporting activities with a marquee located next to that of 
the European Athletics Championships Barcelona 2010, in order to 
promote the company and its exquisite products.  

Le Gruyère, one of the championships’ international partners, made 
its debut in the 2008-2009 school cross country challenge final and 
appeared alongside Barcelona 2010 in the Mercè festival, where 
fans were able to savour their excellent samples. For the little ones, 
the company has published a notebook with puzzles related to the 
event and to athletics, together with a game of snakes and ladders 
with which the company is getting the confidence and trust from 
people from Barcelona. 
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MARIA VASCO: “RUNNING EUROPEAN ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSH IPS 
AT HOME GIVES EXTRA MOTIVATION” 

The walker from Barcelona, María Vasco, arrived home feeling rather 
“discouraged” after participating in the World Athletics Championships 
in Berlin. Her preparation at the most important event in 2009 had been 
almost perfect, and the athlete herself felt that she was in her “best 
form” ever, but an unexpected case of heat stroke forced her to pull out 
in the middle of a race. This made her begin her training for the 20km 
European title in Barcelona 2010 with some “very special extra 
motivation”. 
 
Vasco is already familiar with the feeling of competing in a big event in 
front of a home crowd, having finished 10th in the World 
Championships Sevilla 1999. A decade later, she recalls with emotion 
the atmosphere that she enjoyed in Sevilla, which she says “was 
spectacular”. Being surrounded by her own people only a few 

kilometres from her house is enough reason to continue fighting to be amongst the best, and to 
obtain the results that will encourage her to continue in top competitions until London 2012. The 
walker says that “winning a medal at home is very important for me and for my future in this sport”. 
 
At 33, and after 24 seasons competing, María is setting the challenges that she must meet. At the 
moment, all she can think about is one city and one year: Barcelona 2010. 10 months before B10 she 
is conscious of the importance that this event will have for her career, and adds that this campaign 
will be accompanied by “a stroke of extra morale which will be great for London”. 
 
Vasco, a club consisting of just Vasco and her husband José Antonio, are all very happy with the plan 
she set up last year. She confirmed that the 2009-2010 campaign will base the training sessions in 
the previous season campaign, although she intends “to compete a little bit more”. 
 
She still needs to select the events in which she is going to participate, but before Barcelona she 
wants to participate in the World Cup in Mexico and would like to improve her personal bests in the 
shorter walk distances, the 5km and 10km. 
 
María Vasco has already set 29 July 2010 as one of her main targets. This is when the female 20km 
walk will take place. Even though she reached the podium during the Olympic Games Sydney 2000, 
and in the World Championships Osaka 2007, the athlete from Barcelona has not won any medals in 
a European event. Her participation in the first continental championships, in Budapest in 1998, 
produced her first important result in an international event, where she came fifth. After the event in 
Hungary, Vasco had to pull out in Munich 2002 and only finished 15th at Göteborg 2006. She is 
convinced that these results will change in Barcelona. 
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“I am obviously going to prepare for the European Athletics Championships in Barcelona in order to 
win a medal”, says Vasco, who also says that “if I finish fifth I will be very disappointed, so it’s either a 
medal or a medal”. The walker is conscientiously preparing all aspects of her campaign together with 
trainer Rafael Sánchez “Fali” so that she can perform not just at 100% but “at 120%”. In order to 
overcome the potential difficulties over the next few months, María trusts her mental strength, 
“because for these things I am very stubborn and I will fight as much as I can to be at the top”. 
 
A successful period for Spanish walkers over the last few years, with medals won in important events 
by Jesús Ángel García Bragado, Francisco “Paquillo” Fernández and María Vasco, could be one of 
the incentives towards B10. María says that “it would be incredible to have three medallists in the 
walking events in Barcelona. Now Paquillo is going to start the 50k events, and that is a big change, 
but he could be there”. “I don’t have enough words about Chuso (García Bragado), because he never 
stops surprising us, and I know that he will give everything to prepare for it. To obtain the triple crown 
would be fantastic for our speciality”. 
 

 

 
IN OCTOBER… 

Days 15 to 17: European Athletics Convention in Budapest  

Days 21 to 23: World Broadcaster Meeting in Barcelona 


